
Main Campus Emissions 

In 2007, Yale purchased the 
Bayer Pharmaceutical campus 
to expand the University’s 
science and medical research. 
The 2005 baseline represents   
emissions when Bayer was
operating at full capacity.Yale 
has not yet reached full 
occupany of the campus.
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West Campus Emissions 

Yale has implemented a 
comprehensive energy 
conservation strategy that has 
significantly reduced 
emissions from its two power 
plants and vehicle fleet.

Yale’s gross square footage 
has increased 14% since 
2005. 
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Yale University committed to 
reducing its primary greenhouse 
gas emissions 43% below 2005 
levels. Beginning in 2013, 
emissions from the University 
fleet are included in the 
reduction target. 
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In 2005, Yale pledged to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
from its two on-site power plants1 forty-three percent 
below 2005 levels by 2020. More recently, emissions from 
Yale’s vehicle fleet were added to this reduction commit-
ment. As a result of the University’s tailored and effec-
tive carbon reduction plan, we have achieved a fourteen 
percent reduction, despite a fourteen percent increase in 
the campuses’ physical footprint. 

Our reduction strategy has been designed to be respon-
sive to changes in circumstances, both planned and 
unplanned. We also recognize that our emission reduc-
tion path will likely not be linear over the course of the 
goal, but rather a combination of increases and decreases 
leading to an overall net reduction in 2020. Respectively, 
during fiscal year 2014, our emissions increased slightly 
from the previous year. This slight increase can be attrib-
uted to the colder than average winter experienced in 
New England. The cold weather necessitated an increase 
in the generation of steam to heat campus and a curtail-
ment of natural gas as a fuel source. As an interruptible 
natural gas customer, Yale voluntarily switches from natural 
gas to oil, a more carbon intensive fuel source, in times of 
unusually high demand.  

Unpredictable weather events, a growing campus, and 
increased energy demands require that we develop 
innovative and adaptive strategies to meet our 2020 goal.      
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